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It' s something that is exemplified by Paris-based design studio 
Marie et Alexandre, co-founded by Marie Cornil and Alexandre 
Willaume. The duo presented two custom-made items as part of 
Designers of Tomorrow: a modular totem that can be reconfigured 
to serve as a table or seat; and a vase made from thermoforming 
glass - a mould-making process, typically used to create plastic 

objects. "Our approach is artistic but practical," says Cornil. "We use 
craftsmen but keep industrial functionality in mind when making 
pieces. It's important to make sure that design is accessible by 
considering production and technology." In short, the duo strike a 
balance between humanity and technology by using industrial 
processes in new, unexpected ways. 

It's something that Nifemi Marcus-Bello, who featured in Design 

Miami's first Paris show in 2023 and is part of Contributions this 
year, agrees with. "Rather thanjust accepting technology and having 
it shape our lives, we need to understand how to use it," he tells the 
Monocle Minute on Design. "It' s about knowing how it will enhance 
what we already have and how we're already making things." lt 

seems that the future of design, at least if you're in Paris this week, is 
one that uses technology to create considerately crafted products, 
connecting us at scale to the things that make us most human. 

Nic Monisse is Monocle's design editor. For more insight and 

analysis, subscribe to Monocle today. 




